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»0. Themes and Techniques n
Nissim Ezekiel's Poetry: A
postmodern Approach

Amol J, Rutemate

Abstract: Nissim Ezekiel is considered to be the

“father of modemism
in Indian English poetry’,

By challenging the romantic and mystical
iendencies of writing poetry of the past poetic generations, he brought in
the themes and techniques related with contemporary Indian scenario on
the poetic platform, As a versatile poet, Ezekiel dealt with the themes
like modern urban life, human relationships, poverty, love, marriage and
sex. He was well crafted in using the techniques of irony, parody and
stlire. As Ezekiel is known for setting the trend of modernism in Indian
English poetry, his poetic works have been analysed from the modemist
point of view. But in the present postmodern era, his poetry needs to be
reviewed from the post-modern angle. This paper is an atiempt to analvse

'he major themes and techniques in the poetry of Nissim Ezekiel from
he postmod Ern perspective.

Key Words: Missim Ezekiel, Themes and techniques in poetry, Indian
English poctry, Modernism, Postmodernism

Introg uction

The history of Indian English poetry is nearly two hundred years old
“Oughly, could be divided into pre ind:pﬂndu:l!l-.:e‘ﬂl}kl ‘I"m_f'
mdr:pcndence period. The earlier poetry till 1900 used be _u‘mmm-r: I:l
Milure, Mﬂjnr poets of this period, Henry Derizio, Toru Dut,

105
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here 8¢ Gods?

een 0 all,

Some Gods have shapes,
Some shapeless,

Mortals entangled

In 5'5;;_1}5]&55 shape.

Sﬂ“t gﬂdﬂ are hiddf-'n:

Gome OpETh
Some up{.ﬂi}' hidden.

Man is mortal,

Iahways forget it

But someone’s mortality

reminds me of the eternal truth,

You are almighty,

L always forget it,

But 2 series of sorrows,
Reminds me of your power.

Amol Kutemate

Gads are discussed so much,
But followed little:

They are read much,

But understood little;

They sound too much,

But listened little.

Catalyst

The world is all Mayajaal,

I always forget it,

But your presence,

Reminds me of the open sky.

You are the catalyst,

[ always forget it,

But the change in me,

Reminds the ‘unchanged" in you.
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